HISTORY CF A M.T.A.
(Formorly &4,A.M.M,)

August 16, 1943, the Post Graduate closs of the College of Swedish Massage loce
ated on Eanst Ohio Street in Chicago, Illingis, while in session for a question
poriod, was prosented with the idea of forming an association of Masseurs and
Massouses. The purpose of it would be to further the interest of its members
and be a means to help each other become more efficient in their work,

Wo havo been unable to locste tho letter or copy of it in which Milton Niedfelt
wrote to Dean Swanson at the Collsge of Swedish Massage in parly 1943 suggost~
ing that they start an organizstion in their school for massapge operators.

(Tn this mattor we must rely on moemory. Doan Swangon remembered rocioving the
lottor but did not rocall who wroto it.)

Many of the classmates were members of other organizations but were dissatisfioec
with thom becauso they felt the memborshlp lists woro used as suckor lists for
salosmen, The following officors wers elected; Presidont Charlos Willlams,
Sausalita, California, Viece Prosident Sgt, Ira Lewils, Colfax, Washington, Sece
robary B, D. Easter, Indianapolis, Indiara and Treasurer Mrs, Glonn Gacvert,
Andorson sIndiana, Tho pledgo was formulated and tho offico of the Collego of
Swodish Massage mimcographed many copies of it, All members of the class who
wero intorested in tho now agsociation signed the pledge. Out of fourty~cne
porsons in the class, twenty-nine signed and paid the first years’ duoes of 50¢,
At this time Harry MeConnell, Registrar of the College of Swedish Massago, was
givon Honorary Memborship in the AJAJM.M,

The namo decided upon was to be the Amepican Association of Masseurs and Mose
sousos, abbreviated to be ALA,MM, Motions were made and agreed upon that the
Socrotary was to get out s monthly bulletin and a Cortificate of Memborship.
(Tn tho mosntime a similar group was being organized in Washington State. Seo
foroword )

Tn Docembor 1943, Easter thought it advisable that he resign his offico becauso
ho was working long hours in tho wor effort and did not have the tims, His
vosignotion was accopted and Mrs. Gaevert was asked if she could tako on the
ndded office of Secretary. She declined becauso of pressure of family and bus-
iness, suggesting several others, who also refused to take on the job. A lettor
was sont out to 2ll members asking for voluntoors. No one wanted the rosponsib-
ility but meny suggested that Charles Williams take on the office of Secrctary,
For the first year the offico of Prosident and Secr:tary were combined,

1904

Barly in 1944, Mrs Gaevert askoed to be relieved of hor office of Troasurcr and
forwardod the rocords and funds to Charles Williams, thersfore the Treasurors
job was added to that of President and Secr-tary. Vice-president Ira Lewls,
Colf~x, Washington was prevailed upon to take over the office of President,
which he did. The two offices of Secrotary and Treasurer wers combined and
hove. yomainud 50, This arrangemenl gave Charles Williams more time to dovoto
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to tho drive for membershipg‘maﬂ#\£iﬁgé ditawing upon his personal funds t¢ ‘sup~
plomont the 504 dues, and the membership began to grow.

1945

In 1945, Prosident Lowis asked to bo rolieved of his office and suggested
Clark Cottrell, Abcrdesn, Washington, to take his place. lMr. Cottrell was
econtacted and ho agreed to act as President,

During this year thers was much strotohing and growing and members suggested
that tho Association should have a National Constitution and By-laws, Charles
Williams socured copios of tho contitution and byw-laws of other associations,
(One of tho copios that ho seocured wes the one that the Seattle Association

of Massours and Massouses had adopted November 1, 1944,) From these ho forme
wlated the Constitution that was ready in time for the first National Convention
st Kensas Clty in 1946, In the meantime the drive for now members was still
going strong and by convention time thore were sixty~-eight members, fourteen of
thom present at Convention, '

1946

The First National Convention oponsd on August 14, 1946 in the Continental
Hotol, Kensas City, Missouri with Prosident Cottrdl prosiding at the meeting,.
The proposed Constitution and By.laws wore read by Ira Lewis and Mrs, Gaevert
and was adopted,

Officors Cottrell and Williams were ro-clected and Blanche E, Potrie was elec-
tod Vico-President. The dues woere increased to $2.50 per year and a $5,00 foe
added as application foo, This was done in order to bring in the necessary
funds to carry on the work of thoe organization. The Socretary-tressurer was
authorized to make all arrangements for future nationsl conventions.

During this yoar Williams was able to get the 1little news bulletin "The Massour®
rolling nicely, It was a big holp in his organizational work, and to keop mem-
bors posted as to meetings. It made a good sounding board for members to air
thoir viows,

In this first convention Ermal Rothgeb, Winthrop, Washington, was appointed

a5 Washington State Sacretary-tressurer and was charged with the duty of bring-
ing the Washington Massage Cperators into the A.AM.M. Four members of the
Washington Massago Operators were Charter Members of tho A.A.M.M, They woros
Clark Cottrell, Ermal Rothgeb, and Pearl and Ira Lowis,

In addition to businoss matters that werse taken care of in the 1946 moeting,
locturos and demonstr~tions were given by Eunice D, Ingham, Harry McConnell,
John Grangor, Ira Lewis and a round tablo discussion was conduched by Clydoe E,
Walton, Kensas City, Kansas, Frmal Rothgeb, Winthrop, Washington, James C,
Sigler, Bvansville, Indiana and Geneva Anderson, Kansas City, Kansas,

The Souvenier Program was a pretty blue and white professionally printed pame
phlot listing the entire program beginning Wednesday, August 14, 1946 through
Frid%y, August 16, 1946 and containing four advertisemonts and tho poom "Teke
Hoed",

Hore i3 2 side light on this our first convention that astonished officora at
the time, When it was found that Kansas City, Missouri, being centrally log
Qted, was agreeable to most of our members for a convention, we wrote the vise
itors burenu for a Lizk of hotels having convention facilities, Upon recoipt
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of the list, six hotols wore sologcted und we sent lstters to thom asking for a
dote for our convention. All replied that they could not give us the dato roe=
quested, Thoy had no openings for us,

As 2ll our plans were completed for this meeting, a wire was sent to the Cone
vontion Burcau, asking for some place where wo could mest, We suggested the
Y MoColhs if no othor place could bo had, A reply from Mr, Boling, managor of
tho Convontion Buresu, statod tho Continental Hotel would give us our date,

Upon arrival in Kansas City, Williams called on Mr, Boling to inguire why the
hesitancy in giving us our location, and was bluntly informed that the name of
Masseur and Masseuses did not have a very good standing in Kansas City and thoy
wore afraid of us, DBoth Mr, Boling and Mr, DeGeorge, managor of tho Continuntal
Hotel, wore invited to come into our meoting and judge for themselves, They
came to the opening meeting and after a half hour, loft assuring the Secretary
they were glad woe wore thore, and lster stated they would do all thsy eould to
holp us in our cause, because thoy found us to be a group of sincers and cone
scientious poople whose aim wes to use bur talents to help relieve sufforing
humanity, and that wo could count on them for future reoforcnces,

Mps, Taylor had hold a meoting in her home on March 10, 1946 to attempt to got
the massago operators around Spokane, Washington interested in becoming members
of Washington Massage Operators, but was not successful,

Novombor 3, 1946 a meoting of the Message Operators of Washington met at the
office of Ivar Larson in Wenatchee, Washington, Thoro was much discussion cone
corning the A, F, of L, who were bringing pressure to boar on the group to join
with thom, Mrs, Brmal Rothgob prescnted tho idea that the group should oxtend
themsolvos as a message group rather than join with A, F. of L. Clark Cottrell
told the mesting about the National A.A M. M, stating that ho was National Prose
ident and extending an invitation to them to join with this group and encourage
othors to bocomo members also, Milton Niedfelt wrote to Cottrell inquiring
about the requirements for memborship, This request was reforred to Charles
Williams and information was sont to Niedfelt telling him that four or more
membors could start a state chapter, Ho was the first to join nnd togothor with
Brmal Rothgeb, Ivan Larson and Clark Cottrell had many mestings and wroto many
lotters to perfoct plons for a meecting in Soap Lako, Washington on July 26, 1947,

1947

At last the Great Day arrivedl Sunday afternoon, July 26, 1947, at 2130 P,M,
the Washington Massage Operators voted that the officers stand instructed to
not roceive any more dues or new membors into the Massage Operators of Washinge
ton and thet the Secrotary bo instructed to notify all members of this action
and seo that overy member got an application to join the A.A.M,M, Tho mocting
wes ad journed forever and tho Convontion of the Washington State Chaptor of the
AA MMy was immediately copened by Clark Cottroll. Officers were alectod to
conduct the A,A.M.M. Chaptor, Frmal Rothgeb, acting Secretary-treasuror, asked
to bo relieved of her sppointed offico and Milton Niedfolt was slocted to row..
place her, Ivar Larson was newly oloctod as State Presidont of Washington Chapew
ter of A,AM.My Members prosent at this meeting were; Oliver Davis, Eloanor
Phehaska, Mrs, Lola Nechel, Leston P, Short, Lillian Dahlberg, Hank Gochamour,
My, and Mrs. C. B. Morsh, Mr. ond Mrs, E. C. Perry, 0, O, O'Donnel, F, M, Spees,
Mr. and Mrs, Clark Cottrsll, Ermzl Rothgeb, Florence Taylor, Milton Niocdfolt
and Ivar Larson, Discussion was held and plans laid to invite the National to

moot in Washington in 1948, (Short and Niodfelt remain membors to the day this
was wrilitan, ) .

- 3.,-



Cottroll wont strajght from this meching in Soap Lake, Washington to the LOWY
National Convention in Kanses City, Missouri and extended them an invitetion
to hold tho 1948 Convention in Washington State. It was accoptod aftor sevoral
Washington members sent telegrams and letbers,

The 1947 National Convention was to be held in Henderson, Kentucky, but due to
the fact that the only member thore was resignihg from the A,AJMMM, we were
loft without o moeting plsco, 4 wirc was sent to Kansas City, Missourd and the
Continental Hotel cancellad anothor smnll convention to make room for us and
oneo ogain the Convention convened in Kansas Ciﬁy; Missourdi,

August 7, 1947, National Convondion openod its Second Annual Convention with
ten members and fourteon visitovs registercd. Ib was at this moobting that the
first Boord of Directors woro olested, ome each from tho North, South, East and
Wost, Bloctod were; Gorva Connor, Kansas City, Kehsas, Mao Stover, Arvkansas,
Archic Corey, Michigon and Arthur Molson, I1linods, The prosont officors wore
po-~cloctod, Duos and feos were increased to $7,00 application foe and $5.00
ducg, A salary of 15¢ por active member per month was votod for the National
Secretary-breasuror,

A voport was givon by Charles Williams that therc woro now ono hundred and
twonty~six paid up mombors ropresenting thirty-sight statos, Due to the change
in convention locaticn the Convention Progrom was a type~written shoot with the
throo days schedule on 1t, Lecturers and demonstraters wore; John Granger,
Harry MeConnell, Paul Woendel and Gerald Peterson,

At the olose of the 1947 meeting Charles Willisms was instructed to return home
by way of Socatltlo,

Fourteon new members joined in 2 meeting held in Seattle, bringing tho total to
twonty-two for the Waoshington Chapter, and plans went forward for the coming
National Convention, Election of officers was held and Milton Niedfelt was put
in as Prosident of the Washington Chaptor and Fred M, Spees was clectod Socram
tary-troasurer, Tho question of some sort of rovenus to support State Choptors
was discussed,

Tho Novombor 3, 1947 mecting held in Seattle found the Seattle Association of
Massago Operators voting to disband in favor of A.A.M,M. Funds on hand wore to
be hold by Lymen Archibald and used to entortain the 1948 National Convontlon
of A.h MM,

In Soptember 1947 Niedfelt, as stato President, was chargoed with the Job of
organizing the Spokane Chapter, Mrs, Florence Taylor was the only member in
Spokane,. This proved to be a trying but successful job,

1948

The first annual Washington State Convontion was held July 11, 1948, and at
this timo plans wore laid to mako a successful National National Corivention
fugust 6th, 7th, and 8th, 1948, Tt was at this moeting that Milton Niedfelt
and Carol were wnited in Holy Matrimeny by Dr. Clark Cottrell, o retired Minis-
tor of the Gospel, Carol Niedfelt provod to be a most loyal helpm-te to Milton
and workod diligontly for the AAM.M, Shoe was loved and cherished by all who
know hor, She was givon Honorary Mombership into the AJAM.M. in later years,

During the yoar of 1948 members woro working hard to form Stato Chapters and
meotings worc called all over theo U,3,A.
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The August 6, 1948 Halional Convontlon wes held in the Fryo Hotel in Scattle
with a good atteadanve, mostly from the state of Washington, one. from Canada.
ond two From Arkansas, M Levine from the Seattle Moyor's office addressed

the group giving o gracious welcome and a boost to all prosent, On opening

day there wore forty-six membeors prosent, with sixty-two prescnt the second doy.
Tt was at this convention that tho AJA MM, was put on its feot for tho first
timo, Pive now membors wore accoptod into the Associstlon. The souvenier Prow-
gram was & beautiful bluc and yollow oight page pamphlot., '

Four rosoluticns wore prosented by the Washingbon Chapter and wero passed,
Ono, pertaining to a raise in foes from $7.00 to $10,00 to provide more funds
for tho state chapters meking $6.,00 rovert to the state; another, authorizing
oach Stato Chapter to form Branch City Chapters, and glving them power to put
on fund raising projocts to finance the Loecal Chapter,

& chango was also made in the disporsement of part of the application feo,

$2.,00 of the $6,00 sllowed tho State Chapter was to go to the State Seerotary-
troasuror as renumeration or could bo passod on to the membor sccuring tho ap-
plication, A resolution was adopted roquiring a yearly financial roport instead
of monthly roports as before required.

Tt was also rosolved that a Chartor in the form of a cortificato was to be
conferred upon the State and City Chapters both, authorizing them to function
as an entire unit under the jurisdiction of the National AJAM.M,

411 officors were onco again re-clocted with Joe Hoisler acting as installation
officor for Prosident Cottroll and then Cottrall confirming all other officors,
Hot Springs, Arkansas was choson s convontion site for 1949, Lectures and
demonstrations wore given by Bradbrook of Idaho, Harry McConnell, Joln Granger,
Funice Ingham, Lyman Archibald, E, T, Elkin, Ira Lewls, Charles F, Horroll and
Poul Wondol. & banguet was held at 4 P.M, and a very pleasant and ontortaining
time was onjoyed by all, Thus ondod our Third Annual National Conventlion,

Decomber 21, 1948 Orogon held their first moeting to orgenize thelir Chapter,

1949

January 29, 1949 Secrotary-treasurer Williams and Prosident Clark Cottrell went
to Portland to present the Urogon Charter, Orogon Chaptor officers werdcs Prose
ident, Carl Lindell; Vice-prosident, Alice P. Jensen; and Secretary-treasurer,
Alfred C. Trossen,

January 30, 1949 a meoting was called in Seattle and the granting of both tho
Washington State Charter and the Seattlo Charter tonk place with Cottrell and
Willisms doing the honors, Officers of the City Chaptor wore Ethel MeMahon,
Prosidont and Frances Cunningham, Secrstary-troasurer.

Aftor consultation with National and State Officers concerning forming &
Spokano Chapter, Milton Niedfelt wrote to Mrs, Taylor about it on February 13,
1949 to really get the ball rolling, March 18 1949, Niedfelt officially ap-
pointod Mrs, Taylor as temporary chairman and gave her pormission to chose of -
ficers to holp hor. She appointed F. E, Bloom as Secrotary-treasurcr.

Spokana rocieved their Chartor on April 10, 1949 with elevon mombers presont,
It was prosonted by M. A, Niedfelt, Officers elected were; Mrs, Florence Taylor
Prosident and F. B, Bloom, Secretary-treasurer. Some vory stable work was boing
done by mombers of the A.L,MM, in Spokane to defeat a City Ordinance which
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would have branded "Mossage Parlor® as a house of prostitution,

At tho mooting Milton Niedfelt gave a very rousing talk and fired the members

to new offorts to build the Association. Carl Lindell of Oregon, who Wag Pro=
sont at tho meoting, returned home with venowed vigor to plan their first ane

nual mooting to be held Junc 26, 1949,

Ono rosult of the Spokano meoting was Carl Lindell’s suggestion to have decals
of our omblom made that mombers could display in their offices and on tholr
cors, This matter was taken up at tho next National Convention in 1949 and dew
clared to be a fino idea,

June 26, 1949 the Washington Chapter held their Annual Convention in Spukane,
Frank Cumningham was elected President, (He never called or attended a mocting
afterward) Milton Niedfelt was electod Secretery-treasurer and Florence Taylor,
Vico-prosident,

On August 5, 1949, the Fourth National Convention met in Hot Springs, Arkansas
with forty-seven members and twenty-five guests present, Conventionors wore
wolcomed by the Chamber of Commorce sfter which a moment of silence was obser
ved in memory of Ira Lewis, Ivar Larson and Betty Veseoth, all of Washington,
whom we have lost from our shores forever,

The Arkansas Chapter was grantod their Charter with Mae Stover Hughes, Arkensas
Prosident accopting it, Martba Savills, Virginia Chapter Secrotary-troasurer
and Sava Jene Beverly, Vice-president,. received official prosentation of the
Virginis Stato Chaptor Chartor, Presidont Alfred B, Male was unable to be pro-
sente

LoRoy Jonos suggestod that at future conventions, time be allowed for some site.
secing. This has boen done evor since, The question of decals was presonted
and adopted and put into effect before the year was up. The Seerotary annouwnca:
that Horry MeConnells “Little Known Facts® were available to members, This
loaflot is still tho bost advortisement our members can use,

The bluoc and gold convention program listed the following lecturers; Paul Wende
Harry MoConnell, John Grangor, Dude Aldrich; Carl Lindoll and J. B, Mehnaolys
Tho banquet was held at 5:30 with Pearl Lewis and Mas Stover giving an hilariov
demonstration of the right and wrong way to run a massage businoss,

There was somo misundorstanding of the By~-laws concernimg a quorum and so no
business was conducted in rogard to constitution and by-laws, This was a soro
subjoct and caused many hard fselings among the membors. This matter was geobes
tled in)the 1952 Convention, (There will be further explanation later in this
roport.,

Chicago was chosen for the 1950 National Convention,

Soptombor 26, 1948 and Novombor 26, 1949, Wisconsin held their first meotings
to attempt the formation of e Stato Chapter, Mildred Warnes and MMrs. Rendall
worked very hard for some yesrs before the Chapber was ever officially formed.

Arkonsas Chapter had a charter signing meeting October 23, 1949, at the homo
of J, B, "Dude® Aldrich in Littlo Rock, Arkansas, with ten meombers out of foure
tocn present, A4 mombership drive was the primary discussion of the mecting.

A Fine "Loed® - was furnished by Mrs, Aldrich, Officers that year woro; Mao
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Stovor Huphes, President, J, B. Mehnoaly, Vice-president and Julisn E, "Tride®
Aldrich, Secrstary.tressurer, A meoting was also held on May 21, 1950,

T1linois Chapter held thoir organizationsl mesting in Joliet, Illinois in Octw

" ober 1949, Eloctod officors woro; President &, F. Riedel, Vieewpresident George

Moridoth, Secrotary-tressurer Arthur Mslson, with Melson appointed as Convention

Chairman, A November meoting was hold to perfect plans for the National Cone

vention,

1950

Tt was intereosting to notice, while readirg through old coples of "Tho Mossour®
as Tar back as 1945, the growth of the Association in the first seven yoars,
Wiho Masseur® in itsolf was much improved in 1950 ovor the earlior issucs of
1945 and 1946.More news items began to appear as the Assoclation expanded and
new chapters were formed. By the year 1950, Secretary-treasurer Charles T,
Williems, had a big job to keep up with everything. Tt was almost a full time
job by now to compile and edit the paper as well as serve as Secretary-treasurey

During this time in our history logislation became more and more important,

Our mombers were becoming very concernsd with etlsting conditions whers massage
parlors could operate wnethically. The desire to up-grade our profession was
strong and it could only be done in onhe wWay, which was by enactment of & "Rog-
iatration Act®, Officers wore properly proparing such an “act™ to be prosoented
at tho Chicago Comvention in 1950, The purpose of it was to require rogistraw
$ion and licensing of all massagoe operators within any given state in which it
eould become a law,

Moarwhile, a lot of thought and work went into the planning of a WFifth Anniver.
savy Souvenier Program and Directory". For the flrst time in our history ads
wero sold to members to list their places of business and all members wore urged
to participate,.

Washington State Chapters met in Wenatchee on June 25, 1950, This was the
first moeting called in the state since the 1949 convention, Thore was a veory
good attondance, Officors clocted were; Prosident Florence Taylor, Vico«prosw
ident M, A, Nicdfolt, Secrctary.treasurer F, E, Bloom and Directors Arthur Mann,
Dan Bdwards, Ermal Rothgeb, Leston Short and Goorge W, Lang.

Ermal Rothgeb, who was Washington®s first AAMM. Secretary-treasurer, actoed
as Installing Officer for the State and City Officers., Seattle Chapter officors
were Paul Walthew, Presidont and Regina V, Williams, Secrestary-treasurer,
Spokanc Chapter officers wore; Presidont F, E. Bloom, Vice-president Russoll
Sopar and Secrotary-troasurer Notta Mead.

July 9, 1950 saw the Orogon State Chaptor gathored together in Coos Bay, Oregon
for their annual meeting with Carl Lindoll and Secratary-treasurer Alfred C.
Trossen ro~eloctod,

National Convontion oponed in Chieago, Illinois on August 6, 1950 with Prosidoni
Cottrnll prosiding. J. B. Aldrich was appointoed Seeretary-treasurer Pro-tem in
the absonco of Charles T. Williems who was unable to attend the convention due
to illness,

The "Massage Rogistration Act® wes unanimously adopted and members wore urged
to got busy and got tho bill passed through Legislature in their home states.
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An amendment to the Constitution and By-laws made it mendatory for the loeal
Chapter where future conventions were to bs held, to have full charge of all
plans for convention under the supervision of national officers. A change was
made in econvention policy, whereby, non-members were not allowed in tho moegb.-
ing unless they wero the guest of 2 member, -

In this National Convention members thought some of the work of adwinistration
should be spread around. Thoy voted to add four more Vics«presidents to help
carry the load, The duties of those officers were not laid ocut, but it was
axpocted that Presgident Cottrell would assign each Vicoeprosident thoir duties,
Officors oloctod were; President Clark Cottrell, Washington, lst Vice-president
Blanche E, Potrie, Now York, 2nd VicoPresidont Milton A, Niedfelt, Washingtom,
3rd Vico.prosident J. E, "Dude® Aldrich, Arkansas, 4th Vice-prosident Rov, As Js
Griswold, 5th Vice-prosident Barl Alemander, Illinois, Socretary-troasurocr Chag.
Te Williams, Californis and Directors, Arthur D, Melson, Illincis, Gerva Connor,
Kansas, Florence Taylor, Washington and Mao Stovor, Arkansas,

The ladios looked lovely in thoir somi.formal dresses for the banguet on Sature
day ovening, and the men had to "look alive” to keep up to the gals,

Denver, Colorado was selected as Convention City for 1951.

I1linois Chapter had a meeting on September 19, 1950 at the offiee of Arthur D,
Molson, Joliet, Tllinois with ninoteen members present, Mr, D, G, Wamsley of
Chicago gave a fine talk and demonstration of Hydro-therapy, Offlicors eolectoed
for the ensuing yoar were; Prosident Martin Weinrich, Vice-president George L,
Moridoth, Secretary-tressurer Arthur D. Melson and Directors Earl Alexandor,
Della Williams, Irene T. Harness, William P, Dandurand and Vern Mullholand,

Thoy held a Directors meoting November 12, 1950 in preparation for a meooting
to be held in Chicago in the new year of 1951 on Japuary 28th, At this moote
ing membors from tho states of Indiana, Wisconsin and Minnesota were invited,

Gerve Connors, Kansas and Mrs, 0, P, Coates, Jr,, Texas were appointed as Sogm
rotary~treasurors of tholr states and asked to get chapters organized,

Kansas and Missouri Chapters were organized by November 1950, Both Chaptors
held several meetings and tho following officers were olocted: Kansas Chaptory
President Ruth L. Groth, Vico-president 0llie Bruce, Sverctary<treasurer Gorva
Connory Missouri Chaptor; President Walter W, Cargyls, Vice~President Elsie N,
Sweonoy and Seerotary-troasurer Bernice King,

An organizational meeting was held December 10, 1950 in Hammond, Indiana with
officers W, B, Atkinson, President, Gilesle Silberschlag, Vicewpresident and
Mavy Folton, Secretary-treasurer olected,

1951

Evelyn Shubert, appointed Secrotary«treasurer of Towa, sent out dozens of lotter:
to prospectiveo members, In January, 1951,,thoy received their Charter at Charloe
City, Officers wore; President Floy Brownlio, Vice-preosident Mina McGreory and
Seerotary«treasurcr Evelyn Shubort., Directors Ella Blodget, Jo Faulkhouser and
Van Thompson, A seoond meoting was held on October 7, 1951,

I1linois State Chapter meetinge were held March 18, 1951 and May 20, 1951, Tho
soccond ono was olection time, Officers wore elocted! They were Prosident Earl
Aloxander, Vice-president Gilbert Schmitt, Secrotary.tressurcr Arthur Molson
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and Directors James J, Jellings, Martin Weinrich, George L, Merideth and Jack
Koppleor,

Washington, Illinois and California all had bllls presented in legislaturo
during 195). but they failed to pnss, Arkansas and Oregon both passod a bill
rogquiring e license to giveo massapo.

Donver, Colorado was unable to give us a date for convention until September,
It was docided by Charles Williams to change tho convonticn site to Kansas
City. This chango in plans wus resonted by somo of the members and other ofi!
icors and some hard feelings wore croaled over it, however, Williams procoeded
with plans for the meeting., Washinghton deelined to attend and urged the Prose
ident to procecd as formorly planned, to no avail,

Spokano Chapter had s moeting May 25, 1951 which was hold at Notta Moad®s new
office building and was in the form of a "house warming®, The following office
ers wore olected; President Donald Bdwards; Vicewpresident Russell Soper and
Secretary-treasurer F, E. Bloom,

Washington State Chapter met June 24, 1951 at Pasco, Washinpton., A memorial
gorvice was hold for Frod Spoas and Mes, Speos was given Honorary Memborship.
Paul Walthew mwas appointed Chalrman of tho Legislative Committee, Officors
olocted were; President Florence M. Taylor, Vico~president Milton Niedfoelt and
Socrotary-treasurer F. B, Bloom, Directors were Don Edwards, Arthur Menn,
Ermal Rothgeb, Loston Short and Paul Walthow, Installing Officer was Ruth E,
Williams,

It was at this mecting that Washingbton members felt the need of being z closor
knit unit, To accomplish this it was decided to sond out a “state news lwtter®
to all Washingbon membors and Natiosnal Officers, The name chosen was "Washinge
ton Massage Noews® and 1t was to be a quarterly publication. The first editop
was Milton Niedfelt, with Arthur Mann and Paul Walthew assisting him, Publice
ation bogan Septomber 1951 and membors eonjoyed the 1little paper, TFor several
yoars tho "Washington Mossage NewsY ployed the part of organizor and was an ine
spiration to the Natlonal Officers, It brought our members together in a come
mon loyalty to fight for our rights and to protect the members.

Tho noed for legislativp funds in Washington sparked the $3.00 per month volune
tory pledge program that was instituted in which several hundreds of dollars
wore raisced,

July 8, 1951 o moeting was called in Portland, Oregon., Officers were; Presidont
John Hemna, Vice~president Eloise Salvik, and Secretary-troasurer Alfred Trosson,
Another meeting was hold September 9, 1951. Al sorts of problems wero coming
to the attention of Orogon members dus to the massage bill which had beon passod
in their state, Although the bIill was passed, thore was a lot that was undosire
able in the way it was administrated, No Massagoe Theraepists were on the Board
of Examiners, it had besn placed under the Board of health,

Martha Savills reported that Virginia held their state meoting July 13, 1951,
A1l officers were re-olected,

July 15, 1951 Towa state mesting was hold in Des Moinos. All officers Word rom
elected,

Jaly 28, 1051 Georgla State Chapter organized, Officers elocted were; President
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Arnold Ingeman, Vice-president Martha Mclood and Secretary-treasurer D, S, Carle
son. A charter signing mesting was called on September 8, 1951, This was the
second mesting called, They suggosted a state slogan that would have been a
good one for the emtire association, "In every rank, both great and small, Moy
love, direct and support us all,®

July 29, 1951 twelve members gathered for tho organizational meeting in Kearney,
Nebraska, Cherles Williamg presided as Chairman and officers elected were;
Prosidont Gladys Weiler, Vico-president Leora Johns and Secretary-treasurer
Clpence Jones, Nebraske was deep in the work of getting a bill passed in leg-
islature, Membors spont many hours in conferencos with lobbyists, legilslators
and roprosentatives to acquaint them with their Yact” and work out the bugs in
it, :

. On August 3, 1951, the Sixth National Convention was wolcomed by Kansas City

Mayor Willian Kemp. Considering that Kensas City had suffercd a sovero f£lood
proir to the moeting, a very good attondance of some forty mombors and guosts
woro prosont,

A1l bills wore paid and a cash balance of $62,50 was left in the treasury, The
chartor was presented to officors of the newly orgsnized state of Georgla. The
four vice-presidents who had bosn added in the 1950 conwentlon caused Charles
Williams too much conflict of opinions, so the eonvention woted to return to
having only one vicewpresident, The $2.00 porcontage that was paid to the
sponsor of now members was also oliminated,

Elocted officers wore; President Clark Cottrell, Vice-president Alfred C, Trose
son, Secretary~tressurer Charles T, Williams and Directors Mae Stover Hughes,
Dolbort Vinecont, Gorva Connor and Martha Savills. (Martha had the misfortune
to fall and break her arm at this conveontion, which put a damper on the fun,)

WThe Massour® which had up to this time heen edited by Charles Williams was
turned over to the Presidont to be edited by him thersafter until further notice,
At this meeting meny intoresting demonstrations were given by the following
mowberss Dr, Charles Brooks, Martha Mcleod, Van Hoaks, Edward Ownen, Carl E,
Wray and Sendy Wilson, Some very educational talks were also given.

Chicago was selected for the 1952 convention and the Illinois Chaptor was to
have full chargo ¢f all arrangomonts,

Illinois Chapbtor held their first hostess state pro-convention meoting Seophote
bor 23, 1951 with sixteon mombors. Pearl Lewis gave a report of the National
Convention, Jack O, Tippett, 2 blind masscur, gave an interesting talk on mas-
sage, Melson was appointed to contact Congress Hotel where the convention was
to be held, The following committess were appointed; Chairman Arthur D, Melson,
R@gistry, Pearl Lewis, Advertising, Gilbert E, Schmitt and Program, Earl Alexe
ander,

Clark Cottrell had taken over the editors job on "The Masseur® and put out his
first issue in October 1951, Funds to publish it came in by contribution and
for several months he operated on a ®shoestring and a prayer®, It had to be ocut
to 2 bi.monthly publication., News was searce and from the lack of co-operation
from Charles Williams by not forwarding the news received from other Chapters,
the paper died of starvation before convention time in 1952,

On September 30, 1951, & meeting at La Porte, Indiana was held with the followe
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ing officers being elected; President Clarence Rebber, Vicowpresident Vera
Setty and Secretary~troasurer Mary A. Felton.

October 14, 1951, the Nebrasks Chaptor held their monthly meeting at Broken
Bow, in the offices of Grace Cotton. Domonstrations were given by Harold D,
Collins and Mrs Cotton. Mrs. Englerup and Mrs, Deppo were put on the Rosolus
tions Committoc., An exeollent dinner was enjoyed by all proesent,

Tonnesses organizational meeting was held on October 15, 1951 with Beatrice M,
Smith elocted as President, Irs, Solma Smith, lst Viee-president and Gold S, M,
Young as 2nd Vice-presidont, T. B, Simon was installed as Scorstary-troasurer,

I1linois Chapter held another pre-convention meeting on November L, 1951 and
soversl ads wore sold in thoe Convention Program,

A1l officors were re-olected in Arkansas, They were having trouble enforcing
thoir Wack®, A tost caso had to be taken to court to prove that omployoes in
govornment bathhouses had to register, as woll as those in private businass,
The case was won in court and the bathhouse workers had to got licensos also,
Jo E. "Dudo" Aldrich had been appointed to the Board of Examiners by the Are
kansas Governor. He was finding that there wore a lot of mistakes in their
“Massage Act® in Arkensas, Thoy were denied the privilege of drawing any moncy
from tho tressury to pay incurred bills because th-~ Act failed to namo an ap-
propriation in the maximun total dollars and cents and they had to walt until
tho Logislature mot again in 1953 to add ammendments to make the bill rotroagt-
ivo and in order to pay inspoctors and etec, who were entitled to renumoration.
A1l of those things caused a lot of confusion and delays that took considerable
time to correct,

In tho moantime, some of the members were boginning to resent the dominating
manner in which Charles Williams handled the affairs of the A.AMM, and a
movomont was underfoot to replace him at the next convention. They also thought
a change of presidents was in ordor. Mr, Cottrell was vory hard of hearing
which made it very hard for him to conduct maetings, Mr, Cottrell was awaro of
these undorcurrents and in September 1951 he resigned from the presidency and
appointod Alfred Trossen, Vice-prosident as acting President. A short time .
aftorward Mr, Cotirell infeormod Mr, Trossen that it was illegal and that he
(Cottroll) would have to continue as Prosidont,

Milton Niedfelt, who had besn at cross fire with Williams for some time, ro-
signod from the A.A.MM, October 19,1951 and sent in his Certificate of Mome
borship, In a day or two he wished ho had not done so and wrote asking for it
back, Cottroll refused ho send it to him and held it until ho was ordored to
peturn it to Niedfel:t by tho Board of Directors at National Convention the fole
lowing August,

1952

An important meeting on February 10, 1952, was the first Tri.State mooting eveor
to bo held by AAM.M, mombers, Wisconsin, Indiana and Illinois members wore
gathorod togothor as a pree-convention planning group., All committess wero
bricfed as to further dutiss at this time,

T1linois was not only hostess chapbor but was busily preparing a bill for lege
islature. At about this time “The Massour®™ was almost defunct and Illinois

neoded a better way to keep ite members posted as to moetings and other active
ities in the State Chapter, thorefore "The Masseur, I1linois Chapter® was first
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printod with Cherles Prooks as Editor. This 1little paper was a professional
looking pamphlet +hat was compiled by Dr, Brooks and printed on his own printe
ing machine, This made I1linois the second State to put out thelr own paper,
Dr, Brooks did such a fine job that he was urged to accept the Editor®s Job of
"ho Massour® for the National Asgociation.

According to the July 1952 issue of tho Illinois paper plans were all set for
the annual National Convention of the A.A.M.M, Final plans were perfected in
the June 28th meeting at Joliet, Illinois in Melson®s Health Center.

Mortha Savills reported that the Virginia Chapter held their meeting January 104
1952, Martha was still suffering from her accident at the Kansas City conven-
tion, Sho was sevoral years rocovering from it because of complicatidcns,

Kansas Chapter met January 23, 1952 in Kansas City, at the G, and M, Health
Studio, and plsns were discussed for the 1952 National Convention. At this
mosting Francis A, Stinson was accepted as a member of the A.AM.M,

Moanwhile at Soattle, Washington on June 6, 1952, a buffet lunch (where yours
truly foll off of the armloss daveno into the fireplace) at tho Arthur Mann
homo made a nice start for the State Convention, Senator Hess and Senator
Eastvold were guest speakers giving us much help and advice concerning our Bill,
Of ficors installed were: Prosident [Florence Taylor, Vico~president Arthur Mann
and F, B, Bloom as Scerotary-treasurer. Directors were Don Edwards, Loston
Short, Ermel Robhgeb, Rogina Williams and Paul Walthew with Ruth Willioms o8
Installing Officer, - Mr, Arthur Dunbar wes added to the Legislative Committoo
of Pauvl Walthew, Arthur Ma»n and Dan Edwards, Dunbar’s experience in logislate
ive matters for the blind proved to be a great help to the Committeo, Iyman
Archibald, Bertha Reagor and Regina Williams gave interesting demonstrations,
Ruth E, Williams was appointed as Editor of the "Washington Massage Nows",. Her
first issue came out in July 1952, Coples were going out all over tho U.S.As
to National Officors and subseribers. The editor received dozens of letters of
encouragoment and praise of the little paper which was still a quarterly public=-
ation,

At tho Soventh National Convention in the Congress Hotel, Chiecago, Illinois on
August 7, 1952, thers wore forty.six voting members and several visitors rogls-
tered by noon on Thursday, The following thirteen states were represented; Arke
gnsas, Tennessceo, Georgia, Illincis, Indiana, Wisconsin, Kentucky, Kansas, Nobe
reska, California, Towa, Texas and Washington,

Tho only resclution that was passed at thls time was the one to raise the ducs
from $5,00 to $12.00, $8,00 of which was to stay in the State Chapter., Tho otho
$4,00 to bo sent to the Netional Treasurer. It was.disclosed at this meeting
that "The Massour® was $80.63 in the red and Illinois Chapter assumed the prive
iloge of paying for it,

National officers elected were; President Earl Alexender, Vice-presidsnt Flore
onco Taylor, Secrotary-treasurer D, 5, Carlson and Directors Vera Setty, Marthe
Savills, Hareold D. Collins and Beatrice Mae Smith. Officers wore installed by
Past President Cottrell and members voted Cottrell as President Bmoritus.

The subject of whether a quorum was present or not came up again., The by-laws
stated that one-sixth of the members and two-thirds of the officers in convens
tion constituted a guorum. Charles Williams interpreted this to mean onc-sixth
of the membership at large and two~thirds of all officers, Membors maintained
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that it meant onewsixth and two.thirds of the members snd officers present in
convention, Thero was a great "hullaballu® {Charles Williams? words) and the
disagreement had to be sottled once and for all by changing the wording to read
"thomthirds of all paid up members who sre registered at the National Convene
tion of AWA MM, shall constitute a quorum”, thoreby clarifying the question,

Nowly olocted Prosidont Alexander gave a very stirring talk snd he was filled
with plans to make "Tho Miasseur® be self sustaining., He appointed Dr, Charles
Brooks as HEditor, whoso first publication cameo out in Septer 1952 and it cars
ried a full report of the past convention, The following was taken from his
roport: YDr, Brooks demonstrated muscle cowordination and sepsration, Ho put
on an acrobatic act in which ho supnorted the weight of his daughter aend hime
self by his tecth.®

Friday morning mombors went to Don MeNeils "Breakfast Club™ program. Don spent
about fiftcen minutes broadeasting some of the virtues of massage and tho A4,
MsMe all over the U,S,A, Muszage took on new 1life and meaning, Friday night
evoryone went by chartered bus to China Town for dinner and afterward for a
tour of Chicago after dark, Members practically witnessed a gangland shooting,
They hoard the shot and waw the bleooedy vietim. (This writer distinctly remome
bors hawving the feeling of Weing too close for comfort.)

The Banguet was the highlight of tho Cenvention. It was attended one hundred
porcont which wes mads possidle by Lhe $20,00 rogistration fes, Dr, Rrooks
actod as Master of Ceremsnice and people werc introduced, spesachos wero made
ond jokes wore told., Kay Krooks entortained with pantomine numbers and Florence
Taylor sang a couple of seonge, and the ovening broke up with a large number of
mombers gathered around Ruth Williams et the plano singing songs wntil.lato,

Sunday morning and installation of officers by Dr, Brooks and off for home until
convention in Spokane, Washington in 1953, The souvenier programs of this cone
vention contained ads and for the first time a complets roster of membors was
ineludad, :

At this time in the history of the A.A.M,M,, Secretary-treasurer D¢ S, Carlson
was facod with a tremendous task, He took office with a $2.65 balanco from
Charles Willlams and a large doficiency in the trust fund, During this yoar ho
bonded himself and had the books audited by a C.P,4, for the first time, Ho
ended the yesr with a cash belsnce of $254,07 and enly a $60.,29 deficiency in
the trust., He took no salary for himself, (The trust fund was money that was
to bo hold for States with no Chapters,)

Arthur D, Molson wrote to M, A, Niedfelt informing him that he had gone in the
holo $186,00 on tho 1952 "Souvenior Year Book and Rogiatry™,

Tho Kentucky Chapter was organized by Delbort Vincent after National Convention
in 1952, In a mecting at the Hotel Madison, Madisonville, Kentucky, the follows
ing officors wore elected; President C, E, Seibert, Vicewpresident William P,
Stoghill and Secretary-troasurer Dolbert Vincent. Charter members of tho Kene
tucky Chapter wore; Ida Bell Gresham, Maron Simmons, Mary Simmons, Clyde Soibert,
E¢ By Stanley, William P, Stoghill and Delbert Vincent.

T1linois Chapter met September 28, 1952 at Melson®s Hsalth Contor, Tt was a
call meeting by the Secretary to discuss current and future policies of tho Agw
sociation and tho planning of another Tri-Stats meeting of Iowa, Nebraska and,
T1l4inois, It was hsid October 26, 1952 in Moline, Illinois with Vicowprosidents
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